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Nov. 24 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 

I’m proud to be the Commander in Chief 
of the greatest military, full of the finest 
people on the face of this earth. 

God bless you all. God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:28 p.m. in 
a hangar at Butts Army Airfield. In his re-
marks, he referred to Maj. Gen. Robert Wil-
son, USA, commander, Fort Carson; Gen. 
Larry R. Ellis, USA, commanding general, 
U.S. Army Forces Command; General Lance 
W. Lord, USAF, commander, Air Force 
Space Command; Col. Joseph E. Orr, USA, 
deputy commanding general, and Col. Mi-

chael J. Terry, USA, assistant division com-
mander for support, 7th Infantry Division 
(Light) and Fort Carson; Col. Walter 
Wininger, USA, chief of staff, 7th Infantry 
Division and Fort Carson; Col. Michael 
Resty, Jr., USA, garrison commander, Fort 
Carson; Command Sgt. Maj. Terrance 
McWilliams, USA, Fort Carson; Lola 
Spradley, speaker of the Colorado House of 
Representatives; Mayor Lionel Rivera of Col-
orado Springs, CO; Mayor Ken Barela of 
Fountain, CO; and former President Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq. 

Remarks to Reporters in Colorado Springs, Colorado, on Medicare Reform 
Legislation
November 24, 2003 

Because of key votes in the United States 
Senate today, we’re moving closer to Medi-
care reform, a reform package that will 
make the system modern, make sure our 
seniors have prescription drug coverage, 
better choices. I want to commend the 
Senate for moving the modernization bill 
forward. I look forward to them completing 
their work and getting a bill to my desk 
that I can sign. Modernizing Medicare will 

make the system better and will enable us 
to say to millions of seniors, we’ve kept 
our promise to America’s seniors. 

Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:34 p.m. at 
Peterson Air Force Base, prior to departure 
for the Bush Ranch in Crawford, TX. A tape 
was not available for verification of the con-
tent of these remarks. 

Message on the Observance of Eid al-Fitr 
November 24, 2003 

I send greetings to Muslims celebrating 
Eid al-Fitr, the Festival of Breaking the 
Fast.

This festival marks the end of the month- 
long fast of Ramadan, the holiest period 
of the Islamic year. Eid al-Fitr is a time 
to give thanks to God for the blessings of 
renewed faith, to perform acts of charity, 
and to share traditional food and good 
wishes with family and friends. Islam is a 
religion that inspires its followers to lead 

lives based on justice, compassion, and per-
sonal responsibility. 

During this joyful season, I encourage 
people of all faiths to reflect on our shared 
values: love of family, gratitude to God, 
a commitment to religious freedom, and 
respect for the diversity that adds to our 
Nation’s strength. By working together to 
advance peace and mutual understanding, 
we help build a future of promise and com-
passion for all. 
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